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Miihlman, a staff officer of Liman von Sanders, in * Der
Kampf um die Dardanelles 1915,* page 74:

*Most of the Turkish ammunition had been expended.
The medium howitzers and minefield batteries had fired
half of their supply ... for the five 35.5 cm. guns there
were only 271 rounds, say jo each; for the eleven 23 cm.
between 30 to 50 rounds per gun. . . . Particularly serious
was the fact that the long range H,E. shells, which alone
were effective against armour, were nearly used up.
Fort Hamidieh had only 17 of them, Kilid' Bahr but 10.
Also there was no reserve of mines. What, then, was to
happen if the battle was renewed on the I9th and following
days with undiminished violence ?'" *

We now had to prepare the stage, as we thought, for a com-
bined naval and military attack on the Narrows, We had
broken off the naval attack at a moment when success seemed
assured, in order not to " jeopardise the execution of a better
and bigger scheme," i.e. the landing of an army to capture the
GallipoH Peninsula, in order to safeguard the Fleet's com-
munications after it had entered the Marmora.

The combined attack was not delivered. The Fleet was never
allowed to attack again. Yet if every ship in de Robeck's
Squadron had been sunk with all hands in the Dardanelles, the
naval losses would still have been less than half those about to
be suffered, in killed alone, by the Army in Gallipoli, in its effort
to help the Navy through.

* " Military Operations, Gallipoli," Vol. I, pages 104,105 and footnote.   See
also further quotations on pages 246-7 ante.